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Our Mission 
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Social Studies 8               Mr. K. Li – Room 222A 

 
Course Description 
 
Social Studies 8 examines the world’s events from the 7th century to 1750.  BC’s new curriculum will enable students to 
gain an understanding of the following “Big Ideas”: 
 

 Contact and conflict between peoples stimulated significant cultural, social, and political change  

 Human and environmental factors shape changes in population and living standards  

 Exploration, expansion, and colonization had varying consequences for different groups  

 Changing ideas about the world created tension between people wanting to adopt new ideas and those wanting 
to preserve established traditions 
 

Course Objectives and Content 
 

 
Curricular Competencies 
Students are expected to be able to do the following: 

 use Social Studies inquiry processes and skills to ask questions; gather, interpret, and analyze ideas; and 
communicate findings and decisions 

 assess the significance of people, places, events, or developments at particular times and places (significance)  

 identify what the creators of accounts, narratives, maps, or texts have determined is significant (significance) 

 assess the credibility of multiple sources and the adequacy of evidence used to justify conclusions (evidence) 

 characterize different time periods in history, including periods of progress and decline, and identify key 
turning points that mark periods of change (continuity and change)  

 determine which causes most influenced particular decisions, actions, or events, and assess their short-and 
long-term consequences (cause and consequence) 

 explain different perspectives on past or present people, places, issues, or events, and compare the values, 
worldviews, and beliefs of human cultures and societies in different times and places (perspective) 

 make ethical judgments about past events, decisions, or actions, and assess the limitations of drawing direct 
lessons from the past (ethical judgment) 

 
Content 
Students are expected to know the following: 

 social, political, and economic systems and structures, including those of at least one indigenous civilization 

 scientific and technological innovations 

 philosophical and cultural shifts 

 interactions and exchanges of resources, ideas, arts, and culture between and among different civilizations 

 exploration, expansion, and colonization  

 changes in population and living standards 



Course Outline (continued) 

 

Evaluation 

 Class assignments, quizzes, homework    30% 

 Projects      30% 

 Tests        30% 

 Class participation and social responsibility   10% 
 
Classroom Expectations 
Students are expected to: 

 respect the classroom, teacher, classmates, guests, and belongings 

 arrive to class on time and ready to work with the necessary school supplies (binder, textbook, homework, 
agenda, pencils, pens, etc…) 

 listen attentively when the teacher is addressing the class and stay on task during class and work as directed 

 request permission before leaving the class 

 leave cell phones and personal electronics in your bags out of sight 

 seek extra help before major problems arise 
o *All school rules and policies not mentioned previously will be enforced in the classroom. (See agenda for details) 

 
Absences/Missed Assessment Policy 

 absence on a test day should be avoided whenever possible 

 when advance notice is possible for an unavoidable absence, the student must notify the teacher before 

 students should find out what they missed before returning to class and are responsible for catching up on 
missed work (check the course website, ask a classmate, or email me) 

 students are accountable for missed tests, quizzes, and assignments upon their return to class 

 when an unforeseen and excused absence occurs, the student must bring a signed note from his/her parent 
specifically excusing the absence the day you return to class 

 students will not be permitted to write missed quizzes or tests for an unexcused absence 

 a student who does not fulfill his/her responsibilities regarding a missed assessment may face a mark of “0” for 
that assessment 

 
Assignment Expectations 

 assignments should be neat and presentable (pencil may be used as long as it is legible) 

 late assignments will receive a penalty of 10% per class, to a maximum of 50%, at which point any submitted 
work will receive a MAXIMUM of 50% 

 students who fail tests will be given the opportunity to do corrections on the test to receive a 50% passing grade 

 there will be no retests 
 
Cheating Policy 
Copying homework and cheating on tests are unacceptable and will result in a mark of '0' on that work for all parties 
involved. Please check your student agenda for more information regarding cheating and plagiarism. 
 
 
 
I am here to help you achieve success in not only this class, but in your other endeavors at school. If you need to contact 
me, the best way I can be reached is by email. You may also leave me a message in my mailbox in the office. 
 
I have read and understood the course outline and the expectations of this class. I will put forth my best effort to be 
successful in SS8. Once this outline is signed and checked by the teacher, it will remain as the first page in your binder. 
 
Student Name: _______________________________________ Student Signature: _______________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature: ________________________________________ Date: _______________________________________ 


